A great deal of scholarly inquiry has addressed the ways in which development would enable worldwide democratic communications.
A Discourse Approach to Communication and Development
The modern idea of "development" is not an innocent term, condition, or state of society (Banuri, 1990; Escobar, 1995; Mohanty, 1991; Shohat & Stam, 1994) . It entails a relatively narrow geo-history of construction and contestation. That "developmentized democracy" (Escobar, 1995) is a product of the European and the Euro-colonial historical experience is widely The chapter rests on the premise that the ideological hold of communication and development is expressed in discourse. A dominant discourse labors continuously to suppress the "other" (or multiple others) (Hall, 1985) . In the process, a center emerges from which power is exercised through various means (Beechey & Donald, 1985) . I refer to these means as discursive strategies, intelligible in the process of articulating an ideology. A dominant discourse emerges from the power to define meanings, create institutions to reproduce and sustain these meanings (and practices) and create a "corpus of…statements" which would be "already formulated" for the Third World (Ferguson, 1994) . This corpus of already formulated statements would chart a certain path for social change for all regions of the world to pursue. The panoptic view enables scrutiny of regions and nations within a "field of visibility" (Escobar, 1995:196) . Communications media, at times, are used as tools for surveillance, and at other times, media technologies constitute an index of "development." Thus, To demonstrate the shaping of the discourse through the panoptic view, I provide a critical and interpretive reading of a few texts as detailed examples. This chapter is an excerpt from a larger study; texts for the larger study were selected from the following sources: The vocabulary used in relation to modern satellite communication apparatuses in general was also extended to traditional media by the state in developing regions. Traditional media are transformed from cultural practices (which may serve functional or aesthetic/creative purposes, or both, something determined by the practitioners as well as the local communities using the media) into vehicles of development. In one instance, traditional folk songs with newly inserted development themes intended for rural populations were scrutinized, evaluated, and checked by the central government wing that was devoted to maintaining the cultural heritage of such media and simultaneously, in this case, utilizing them for development purposes (Malik, 1982) .
Similarly, in the case of Egypt, a study commissioned by the UNESCO generated a report describing the entry points available with traditional media for promoting development (Hussein, 1980) .
Parallels were drawn between traditional and modern media to enable understanding of the use of traditional media also for development purposes. Source credibility (for example, religious leaders presiding over numerous folk and rural media programs) and opportunities for inserting subliminal messages in certain traditional folk forms capable of inducing mind-altering states in group situations were identified. Traditional media thus constituted a field of visibility where their functional value for development purposes could be examined. A plethora of research projects and initiatives for development were generated to aid or hasten development in the Third World.
Evaluations of project successes and failures, and recommendations to create stronger projects in the future have also been offered (for example, Hornik, 1988; Stevenson, 1988) .
Knowledge about communications in the developing worldinfrastructure, capabilities, potential, target populations-have been discovered, measured, analyzed, and evaluated through systematic research. This vein of research contributed substantially to constructions of "development" and a frame within which to compare various regions using external standardized criteria that could not necessarily produce an accurate description of a particular socio-cultural communication system. Empirical criteria derived from the social scientific method served as accurate devices for evaluating social systems. The contributory value of the knowledge and insights about diverse social systems gained from these criteria and method are not in question. However, elevating these criteria to international benchmarks for measuring the degree of development of a given nation legitimated the production of certain types of knowledge about that society. In the process, the discursive effects of such tools on constructing an image of world imbalances were not considered; the mainstream notions of development that emerged out of such practices have been questioned (see for example Jacobson, 1996) . Communications capacities in developing regions thus constituted a field of visibility.
Research activities and execution of these projects designed to generate knowledge about developing regions find an analogy in Africa should follow. The problem of capital outlay for such operations was not the main concern; instead, African countries were warned that it was not a question of not being able to afford the technology, but not being able to afford going without it. Skills for survival in the technological (world) order were needed to be taught. In such instances, other knowledges that might have had their own beneficial outcomes for non-western societies were denied existence; pre-modern knowledge also was rendered obsolete by this discourse.
Another factor illustrating the discursive strategy of invisibility is the mystique surrounding the idea of a "developed" society for the large rural and poor populations in developing regions. Hints at unlimited progress characteristic of the tone and aspirations of modernity suggested infinite advancement towards a relatively unknown end, and the idea that progress breeds further progress also formed a subtext. For example, Pelton (1983) described a futuristic picture of the global telnet, the telecity. Attractive though this idea may seem, for national policy-makers in the developing countries a global telecity on a large scale benefiting their vast populations and ensuring appropriate literacy and access to participate in the telecity lifestyle painted a destination that is yet to be reached with full success even in the technologically advanced nations.
As a strategy, invisibility serves to "[embed] the universals of the discourse" of communication and development (Escobar, 1995:160) . Capturing a vantage point to see and maintain a shielded presence while scrutinizing, at the same time escaping scrutiny in return enables the viewer to map the terrain of communications in the Third World, a space and place that constitutes the object of that scrutiny.
Conclusion
It has been argued that to figure in the discourse itself is a form of visibility. Deconstructing frames of visibility is a step that enables us to see the construction of a discourse. Here the chapter has not Appadurai (1993) has termed a global cultural economy. Critical reactions to the exacerbated chasm between developed and developing regions because of globalization include assertions of identity in symbolic arenas. The work on new social movements and the increasing dominance of the local, the popular, the everyday (Escobar, 1992; Huesca, 1994; Melucci, 1990) (Braman, 1990) . Such questions tacitly assume the existence of certain types of development-primarily technological and economic-among all participants of the debate (with the premise "all else being equal" driving the information market), or speak primarily to those nations in full possession and significant control of such developments.
A critical tension continues to exist between guided social change through policy, and alternate possibilities that might fall outside the realm of policy or are at best located at its fringes.
Increasingly, an emergent alternate literature and documentation at both the theoretical and activist levels bring to our attention the workings of such alternate communications situations, with a focus on the local and the popular. 2 Alternate visions continue to grapple with problems related to democracy and development raised in the last few decades in international communication.
Economics and technology, once part of the overall practice of conducting social life, have acquired a centrality around which meanings and practices of development revolve (Sachs, 1992) .
Critiques of development are often addressed to this centrality of technology or economics or a combination of both as the dominant definitions of "development". Social change is planned, interpreted, and intervened upon from the perspectives of technology and/or economics. The dominant discourse in the domain of communication also reflects this centrality. Alternate "development" discourses suggested by scholars and activists such as authors of the Development Dictionary Collective (1992) and others (1990, 1996) do not preclude the possibility of social change. A complete return to the pre-modern is neither realistic, nor in most instances, possible, nor even desirable.
Rather, the source from which an articulation of the need for change emerges becomes central. 
